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To  THE  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  Battle  Rural  District 
Council, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1949,  this  being  my  first  report  and  the 
sixteenth  since  the  inception  of  this  District. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  health  of  the  District  compares 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  only  one  case  of  poliomyelitis,  which 
did  not  result  in  any  residual  disability. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  been  relatively  light.  The 
success  of  the  immunisation  campaign  against  diphtheria  is  exemplified 
by  the  fact  that  there  have  not  been  any  cases  of  this  dread  disease  in 
the  district. 

Lack  of  housing  remains  a great  problem  as  everywhere.  I am  grateful 
for  the  consideration  given  to  the  rehousing  of  families  with  young 
children  living  in  sub-standard  dwellings. 

I have  represented  eight  houses  for  demolition. 

The  water  supply  is  precarious,  particularly  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  District;  this  area  was  greatly  inconvenienced  during  the  summer 
drought,  but  happily  no  untoward  conditions  resulted.  Great  hopes 
are  envisaged  for  the  future,  both  in  water  supply  and  sewerage  schemes. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chief  Clerk  and  the  clerical  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  unfailing  efforts  to 
ensure  the  efficiency  of  this  Department.  The  success  of  the  campaign 
against  diphtheria  owes  much  to  the  work  of  the  Immunisation  Record 
Clerk. 

In  particular,  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  furtherance 
of  public  health  in  this  District;  Mr.  Francis  (Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor)  has  indeed  been  a tower  of  strength. 

The  Clerk  and  other  chief  officers  have  given  me  every  assistance 
and  I am  grateful  for  their  co-operation  and  kindness. 

I am  most  appreciative  of  the  consideration  and  support  which  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  have  so 
generously  accorded  me  on  all  occasions. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  I.  SILVERTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Watch  Oak, 
Battle,  Sussex. 
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SECTION  I. 


STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1947 

1948 

1949 

Area  of  District  in  acres 
Population  (Registrar-General’s  esti- 

117.059 

117-059 

117.059 

mate  for  mid-year) 

27,440 

29,890 

30,130 

Rateable  value 

^■194,211 

£201,796 

£205,340 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . 
Number  of  rateable  premises  at  ist 

£735 

£726 

£826 

•April 

10,633 

10,766 

11,177 

Births  and  Birth  Rate 

Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

214 

197 

411 

Illegitimate 

12 

9 

21 

226 

206 

432 

Stillbirths: 

Legitimate  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

5 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  civilian  population  ..  ..  14 -33 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  civilian  population  (England  and 

Wales)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  . . . . H-57 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  (England  and 

Wales)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.39 

The  abnormal  constitution  of  the  population  of  this  district  will 
account  for  the  lowered  birth  rate  as  compared  with  England  and 
Wales.  Further  reference  will  be  made  to  this  subject  on  the  following 
page  when  considering  the  death  rate. 

DEATH  RATES  FROM  SPECIFIC  CAUSES 


England  and  Wales 

Battle  R.D. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

— 

Whooping  cough 

0.01 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0-45 

o.4<j 

Influenza 

0.13 

0 . O'J 

Smallpo.x 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

<L5' 

0-33 

Acute  poliomyelitis  & polioencephalitis 

O.OI 

DETAILED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

8 

6 

14 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

0 

I 

I 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

0 

I 

Influenza 

I 

I 

2 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

0 

I 

I 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

^7 

37 

64 

Diabetes 

0 

2 

2 

Intercranial  vascular  lesions 

22 

30 

52 

Heart  diseases 

74 

78 

152 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

6 

10 

Bronchitis 

9 

5 

14 

Pneumonia 

10 

6 

16 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

6 

6 

I 2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

I 

6 

Digestive  diseases  other  than  appendicitis  . . 

4 

6 

10 

Nephritis 

5 

5 

10 

Premature  birth 

2 

0 

2 

Birth  injury  and  weakness 

0 

2 

2 

Suicide  . . 

8 

I 

9 

Road  traffic  accidents 

5 

0 

5 

Other  violence  . . 

3 

5 

8 

.yil  other  causes 

26 

15 

41 

220 

Z14 

434 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates 


Deaths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1947 

208 

215 

423 

1948 

178 

199 

377 

1949 

220 

214 

434 

Death  rate  for  Battle 

Rural  District  per  1,000 

of  resident 

population 


14.4 


Corrected  death  rate  for  Battle  Rural  District  . . . . 10.512 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  civilian  popula- 
tion ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  II. 7 


It  should  be  realised  that  this  district  is  particularly  favoured  by 
those  persons  retiring  from  active  life  and  is  thus  heavily  weighted  for 
age  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  and  so  we  get  an 
apparently  increased  death  rate.  The  Registrar  General  is  aware  of  this 
and  has  given  us  a method  of  overcoming  this  bias  by  introducing  a 
"comparability  factor’’  of  0.73  for  this  District,  thus  giving  a Corrected 
Death  Rate  of  10.512,  which  compares  with  11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  under  One  'S’ear: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births: 
Battle  Rural  District.. 

9-25 

England  and  Wales  . . 

. 

. . 

32.00 

7 


Death  rate  for  diarrhoea  (infants  under  i year)  per  i,ooo  live 


births : 

Battle  Rural  District  . . . . . . . . . . nil 

England  and  Wales  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 • oo 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  i,ooo  live  and  still  births: 

Battle  Rural  District . . . . . . . . . . . . nil 

England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  o.gS 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary : 
Additions  to 
Register 

5 

9 

9 

10 

14 

I 2 

9 

I I 

13 

I 2 

12 

12 

Total  on  Register 
at  31st  Dec.  . . 

50 

74 

5^ 

70 

60 

79 

64 

82 

54 

71 

44 

46 

Non-pulmonary : 
Additions  to 
Register 

I 

I 

3 

2 

9 

4 

4 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

Total  on  Register 
at  31st  Dec.  . . 

27 

32 

30 

31 

38 

33 

41 

34 

^5 

28 

18 

15 

The  existing  tuberculosis  registers  have  been  extensively  reviewed 
during  the  past  year,  and  in  view  of  the  resultant  corrections,  the  figures 
given  for  1949  now  present  a more  accurate  picture  of  the  prevalence  of 
this  disease  in  this  district. 

Death  Rates  from  Tuberculosis 

England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  0.45 

Battle  Rural  District  . . . . . . 0.49 

The  mortality  rate  for  tuberculosis  has  described  a steadily  down- 
ward trend  during  past  decades  which  was  halted  temporarily  in  the 
first  and  second  world  wars.  The  tempo  of  decline  has  been  somewhat 
arrested  since  the  last  war.  This  may  be  attributed  to  a combination 
of  factors,  the  most  obvious  being  overcrowding  and  poor-quality 
dwellings,  which  perforce  must  be  retained  owing  to  the  inherent  dif- 
ficulties in  providing  suitable  alternative  accommodation.  Another 
potent  source  of  dissemination  may  be  due  to  the  lack  of  bedsin  Santoria, 
leaving  “ open  cases  ” in  unsuitable  homes,  so  acting  as  an  ever-present 
focus  of  infection  within  the  family  circle. 

The  national  diet  would  not  appear  to  have  any  relation  to  in- 
cidence; it  has  been  adequate  and  evently  distributed,  although  res- 
tricted in  choice.  The  increased  milk  supply  in  the  summer  months 
was  a welcome  addition. 

The  reason  for  the  apparent  increase  in  mortality  in  this  District, 
as  compared  with  England  and  W'ales,  is  probably  due  to  the  influx  of 
persons  either  suffering  from,  or  likely  to  suffer  from  this  disease,  seeking 
a more  salubrious  neighbourhood  in  the  hope  of  effecting  some  recovery. 
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Housing  in  Relation  to  Tuberculosis 

Cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  been  most  sympathetically 
and  realistically  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
and  have  been  suitably  rehoused  in  every  case. 

I can  visualise  the  time  when  it  may  be  considered  that  the  rents 
of  Council  houses  are  too  high  in  relation  to  wages,  and  I hope  that  the 
subsequent  economies  practised  by  the  families  concerned  will  not  result 
in  a sub-standard  diet  with  its  inevitable  train  of  lowered  resistance  to 
disease  generally,  and  in  particular  tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  and  Milk 

There  have  been  several  cases  of  tuberculous  adenitis  in  this  District 
which  were  most  probably  due  to  the  drinking  of  raw  milk  infected  by 
tuberculous  bacilli  of  the  bovine  type. 

I am  greatly  disturbed  by  the  complacency  of  the  community 
generally  in  accepting  such  a potential  hazard  within  their  midst, 
despite  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  by  Health  Visitors  and  others 
to  mothers  of  young  children,  regarding  the  dangers  incurred  by  drinking 
raw  (undesignated)  milk. 

All  cases  notified  were  fully  investigated  and  biological  sampling 
of  the  herd  in  question  undertaken  where  possible.  Subsequently  all 
relevant  information  was  passed  to  the  County  Council  as  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  for  this  District. 

Milk  Production  and  Producers. 

The  following  is  a rough  estimate  of  the  percentage  of  different 
types  of  milk  produced  in  this  District : 

T.T.  milk  . . . . . . . . . . 20% 

Accredited  . . . . . . . . . . 10°, ^ 

Undesignated  . . . . . . . . 70% 

It  is  safe  to  assume  that  a large  percentage  of  undesignated  milk  is 
either  pasteurised  or  heat-treated. 

There  are  indications  that  a number  of  milk  producers  are  in 
process  of  bringing  their  farms  and  herds  up  to  the  prescribed  standard 
for  T.T.  milk  production. 

The  advent  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  in  October,  1949, 
has  removed  the  responsibility  for  ensuring  clean  milk  production  on 
the  farms  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Ministry  of  .Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  In  addition,  the  Food  Ministry  will,  when  pasteurisation 
plant  is  in  sufficient  supply,  designate  specific  areas  which  will  then  sell 
only  designated  milks,  which  comprise:  (a)  Tuberculin  Tested;  {b) 

Pasteurised  (efficient  pasteurisation  is  a proven  safeguard  against  milk- 
borne  diseases  which  does  not  destroy  the  nutritional  value  of  the  milk 
oven  though  the  cream  line  may  bo  slightly  diminished) ; and  (c) 
Sterilised.  I look  forward  to  the  time  when  this  District  will  come 
within  the  area  so  designated. 
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There  has  been  a steady  but  Increasing  infiltration  of  successful 
business  and  professional  men  into  the  farming  life  of  this  community, 
who  have  on  the  whole  been  instrumental  in  adding  substantially  to  the 
quota  of  T.T.  herds  by  providing  up-to-date,  hygienic  cowsheds  and 
ridding  their  herds  of  questionable  stock.  They  have  been  receptive 
of  advice  and  have  incidentally  done  a great  service  in  making  an 
increasing  supply  of  safe  milk  available.  I do  not  wish  to  decry  the 
efforts  of  the  local  farmers  in  this  district,  but  merely  wish  to  place  on 
record  a movement,  the  reasons  for  which  do  not  come  within  the 
purview  of  this  report,  which  has  resulted  in  a quickening  of  the  tempo 
of  the  change  over  to  the  production  of  safe  milk  from  healthy  stock. 

INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1944-49,  1st  JANUARY 
—31st  DECEMBER  RESPECTIVELY 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Diphtheria  {a) 

2 

I 

2 

I 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (b) 

I 

I 

0 

4 

0 

I 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  . . 

0 

2 

3 

0 

I 

0 

Measles  (c)  . . 

49 

649 

81 

150 

221 

422 

Scarlet  fever 

34 

18 

2 2 

I 2 

13 

32 

Whooping  cough  (d) 

122 

51 

35 

140 

108 

42 

Acute  pneumonia 

24 

15 

20 

4 

8 

23 

Erysipelas  . . 

4 

4 

3 

3 

6 

fc> 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . . 

3 

5 

3 

2 

2 

I 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  group 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  (a) 

It  is  extremely  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  have  been  no  cases 
of  diphtheria  during  the  past  two  years.  This  killing  and  disabling 
disease  is  being  overcome  in  the  country  as  a whole  by  virtue  of  the 
intensive  immunisation  campaign.  Details  of  the  protection  conferred 
on  this  particular  community  are  given  on  page  I2. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (b) 

The  first  serious  epidemic  in  England  and  Wales  was  in  1947,  when 
it  will  be  noted  that  this  District  had  four  cases;  1949  also  proved  to 
be  a year  of  increased  incidence.  We  in  this  District  were  fortunate 
in  that  we  had  only  one  case  of^an  extremely  mild  type,  resulting 
in  complete  recovery. 

Measles  (c) 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  was  a comparatively  heavy  attack, 
but  fortunately  no  deaths  were  attributable  to  this  condition. 

Measles  is  always  with  us  and  recurs  in  cycles,  the  last  heavy  attack 
being  in  1945. 
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Whooping  Cough  (d) 

This  most  distressing  and  potentially  disabling  disease  is  the  subject 
of  intensive  field  research  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  in  order  to 
find  a safe  and  reliable  vaccine  which  will  confer  protection  as  surely 
as  immunisation  does  in  diphtheria.  One  hopes  that  these  endeavours 
will  be  successful  in  the  near  future.  It  is  regretted  therefore,  that  for 
the  present,  whooping  cough  vaccine  is  not  provided  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

Other  Diseases 

The  incidence  of  the  other  infectious  diseases  have  no  special 
significance. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
IN  THE  VARIOUS  PARISHES 


Measles 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Pneu- 

monia 

Erysi- 

pelas 

^ Poliomy- 
elitis 

Polioence 

phalitis 

Puerperal 

pyrexia 

Ashburnham 

I 

— 





— 

— 



— 

Battle 

73 

3 

I 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beckley 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bodiam 

40 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Brede 

46 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

I 

Brightling 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Broomhill  . . 

I 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Burwash 

33 

I 2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Catsfield 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Crovvhurst 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dallington  . . 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

East  Guldeford 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Etchingham 

5 

2 

I 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

1 

Ewhurst 

28 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eairlight 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Guestling  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Icklesham  . . 

I 2 

2 

4 

5 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Iden 

4 

— 

I 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mountfield  . . 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Northiam 

^5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ore 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peasmarsh 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Penhurst 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pett 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Playden 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rye  Foreign 

>) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salchurst  . . 

0 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sedlescoinbe 

44 

8 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Thomas  tlie  .Apos- 
tle, Winchelsea  . . 

Ticehiirst  . . 

() 

— 

.5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IJdimore 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Westfield  . . 

4 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whatlingtoii 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

422 

4-2 

3^ 

^3 

0 

— 

1 

i 

II 


Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Parishes 

It  is  unfortunate  that  cliilcl  population  figures  are  not  availal)le 
for  the  individual  parishes  of  this  Rural  District,  thus  precluding 
percentage  comparisons.  It  is  noteworthy,  however,  that  the  bulk  of 
the  measles  cases  occurred  in  the  following  adjacent  parishes:  Battle, 
Bodiam,  Ewhurst,  Northiam,  Sedlescombe,  W'estfield;  Battle  being  the 
focal  centre  for  this  part  of  the  District. 

PREVENTIVE  MEASURES  IN  FOOD  POISONING 

Food  poisoning  outbreaks  in  1949 

Total  number  of  outbreaks  . . . . Nil 

Number  of  cases  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  deaths  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Although  we  have  been  fortunate  in  escaping  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  it  behoves  us  all  to  be  perpetually  on  our  guard. 

Accumulated  evidence  from  inquiries  into  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  shows  that  the  almost  constant  factor  is  lack  of  personal 
care  and  hygiene.  In  brief,  running  noses,  sore  throats,  apparently 
trifling  sores  on  exposed  parts  of  the  body  (hands  and  face)  and  dis- 
charging ears  are  likely  sources  of  contamination.  Therefore  it  is 
imperative  that  all  food  handlers  should  thoroughly  wash  their  hands 
and  lower  arms  prior  to  touching  food.  It  may  be  stated  that  the 
carrier  of  an  intestinal  disease  would  not  be  a danger  in  food  handling 
if  the  hands  were  scrupulously  cleaned  after  using  the  lavator}/. 

As  an  extra  precaution  against  the  introduction  of  bacteria  into 
food  it  is  urged  that  prepared  dishes  should  not  be  stored  but  eaten  as 
soon  as  possible  after  preparation ; twice-heated  foods  are  always  a 
potential  source  of  danger.  Types  of  dangerous-keeping  foods  are 
gravdes,  meats,  creams,  custards,  trifles  and  puddings;  immediate 
refrigeration  is  the  safeguard  if  keeping  is  contemplatecl. 

My  predecessor  commenced  a catering  survey  in  this  District  which 
resulted  in  much  worthwhile  individual  education  of  the  catering 
community  by  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department ; in  addition 
such  structural  defects  as  would  militate  against  a safe  service  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  people  concerned  and  remedial  action  taken. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  premises  were  inspected,  and  in  20 
cases  informal  written  notices  were  served  on  the  owners.  Many 
improvements  were  adopted  on  the  advice  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
which  did  not  necessitate  the  serving  of  notices. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Brighton,  was  available  for 
use  in  November,  1949.  It  is  too  early  to  state  the  immediate  benefits 
which  have  accrued  from  tlie  opening  of  tliis  medical  ancillary  to 
preventive  medicine  in  this  District,  but  it  is  obvious  from  the  facilities 
offered  that  it  will  prove  extremely  useful  to  this  Dejiartment. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SERVICE 


Number  of  children  u>ho  received  injections  in  1949 
Primary  course: 


Linder  5 years  of  age 

456 

From  5 — 14  years 

114 

Total 

570 

Reinforcing  dose 

• • 514 

Total  number  of  children  under  years  of  age  resident  in  the  Rural  District 
ivho  had  been  immunised  up  to  31s/  December,  1949: 

Under  5 years  of  age  . . . . . . 1,387 

5 — 14  years  (inclusive)  . . . . . . 3,493 

Total  . . . . . . 4,880 


Comparative  figures  for  the  past  three  years: 


1947 

1948 

1949 

Number  immunised  under  5 years  . . 

1.034 

1,189 

1,387 

Child  population  (under  5 years) 

2,130 

2,273 

2,342 

Percentage 

48-54% 

52-30% 

59-22% 

Number  immunised,  5 — 14  (inclusive) 

3.132 

3,186 

3,493 

Child  population  (5 — 14  years) 

3.460 

3.780 

3,957 

Percentage 

90-52% 

84-28% 

88.27% 

Discrepancy  in  the  numbers  immunised  under  5 years  and  those 
in  the  age  groups  5 — 14,  is  in  my  opinion,  a measure  of  the  apathy  of 
parents  with  regard  to  taking  positive  action,  even  when  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  their  “ young.”  It  is 
so  much  easier  for  them  to  agree  to  immunisation  when  clinics  for 
children  of  school  age  are  held  at  their  schools,  thus  leaving  the  shep- 
herding to  teachers,  than  to  make  the  personal  effort  necessary  to  take 
the  child  to  a clinic  on  a specific  day  at  a stated  time. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  has  now  agreed  (December,  1949) 
with  the  British  Medical  Association  on  the  fee  to  be  paid  for  immunisa- 
tion and  vaccination ; this  includes  a completed  record  card  in  each 
case.  Payment  is  made  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  on  receipt  of 
the  comj)leted  record.  This  should  give  a more  accurate  picture  of  the 
state  of  protection  conferred  on  the  community. 
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Comparaiive  Diphtheria  Immunisation  percentages  for  Schools. 


School 

No.  on 
Register 

No. 

Immunised 

Percentage 

Ashburnham  V.P. 

46 

46 

100.00 

Battle  arid  Langton  ^^P. 

300 

^5^ 

84 . 00 

Beckley  V.P 

59 

96.72 

Bodiam  V.P. 

.5» 

51 

87.93 

Brede  C.P 

&4 

59 

87.50 

Brightling  V.P. 

30 

30 

100.00 

Burwash  V.P.  . . 

145 

137 

94.48 

St.  Philip’s,  Burwash  \^'eald  . . 

64 

62 

96.87 

Catsfield  V.P 

97 

93 

95.87 

Crowhurst  V.P. 

43 

43 

100.00 

Dallington  V.P. 

30 

^7 

90 . 00 

Etchingham  V.P. 

33 

31 

93.93 

Ewhurst  V.P.  . . 

^4 

^4 

100.00 

Fairlight  V.P.  . . 

3^ 

30 

93 . 75 

Guestling  V.P.  . . 

40 

40 

100.00 

Hurst  Green  V.P. 

7^ 

61 

84.72 

Icklesham  V.P. 

34 

3^ 

94.11 

Mountfield  and  Whatlington  V.P. 

115 

105 

91.30 

Netherfield  V.P. 

39 

37 

94.87 

Northiam  V.P. 

90 

86 

95.55 

Peasmarsh  V.P. 

90 

87 

96 . 66 

Pett  V.P. 

28 

22 

78.57 

Playden  V.P.  . . . . . . ... 

46 

41 

89.13 

Salehurst  V.P.  . . 

167 

157 

94.01 

Sedlescombe  V.P. 

93 

78 

83.87 

Staplecross  V.P. 

35 

34 

97.14 

Stonegate  V.P. 

5^ 

49 

94.26 

Ticehurst  V.P.  . . 

IO2 

155 

95.68 

Udimore  C.P. 

2 2 

19 

86.36 

Westfield  C.P.  

13^ 

119 

90.15 

Winchelsea  V.P. 

5-2 

48 

92.30 

•\ttending  private  schools  or  schools  outside 
the  District  . . 

484 

479 

98 . 96 

Schools,  various 

1. 177 

903 

76.17 

3.957 

3.493 

00 

00 

14 


VACCINATION 


Number  vaccinated  duri)ig  1949 


Under 

1—4 

5—14 

15  or  Total 

I year 

years 

years 

over 

Primary  vaccination  . . . . no 

86 

4 

6 206 

Re-vaccination  . . . . . . — 

8 

9 

60  77 

Number  of  babies  born  in  1949 

432 

Number  of  babies  under  i year  vaccinated 

in  1949 

no 

Percentage  vaccinated 

25.46% 

It  is  regretted  that  the  percentage  of  vaccinations  performed  is  so 
small. 

With  the  increased  popularity  of  air  travel  the  probability  of  an 
outbreak  of  smallpox  is  always  with  us.  In  addition,  it  may  be  noted 
that  in  the  future  air  travel  will  become  even  more  commonplace  than 
at  present. 

It  is  hoped  that  parents  will  become  sufficiently  alive  to  the  neces- 
sity for  conferring  protection  on  their  babies  in  view  of  this  ever- 
present menace.  The  optimum  age  for  primary  vaccination  is  four 
months.  At  this  age  the  baby  is  not  usually  susceptible  to  illness 
following  vaccination.  Children  and  adults  vaccinated  for  the  first 
time  in  the  older  age  groups  are  likely  to  suffer  much  more  inconvenience. 

Most  countiies  insist  on  all  travellers  having  had  recent  vaccination 
before  allowing  entry  and  International  Certificates  confirming  recent 
vaccination  are  called,  for  in  these  cases.  These  Certificates  are  counter- 
signed by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  District  concerned. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  and  vaccination  are  functions  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority  (County  Council).  These  duties  in  this  district 
are  delegated  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


SCHOOLS 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  devotes  two  and  a half  days  per 
week  to  the  medical  examination  of  school  children,  by  virtue  of  his 
appointment  as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  on  the  staff  of  the 
County  Council. 

This  duty  is  most  valuable  in  that  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  to 
meet  the  parents  of  the  children  concerned,  hear  of  their  problems 
at  first  hand  and  be  of  some  assistance  in  resolving  their  difficulties. 
Although  the  majority  of  parents  of  children  in  the  younger  age  groups 
do  attend  on  the  occasion  of  the  school  medical  examination,  it  is  often 
found  that  the  children  of  parents  who  never  attend  are  those  who 
would  derive  most  benefit  from  friendly  ad\’ice  on  the  health  of  their 
children  and  the  ]U'evcntion  of  disease.  In  22  instances  I arranged  for 
Sanitary  lns])ectors  to  inspect  the  houses  of  children  apparently  neg- 
lected and/or  in  subnormal  health,  as  there  was  a possibility  that  their 
en\'ironmental  states  were  not  condueix'e  to  ju'omoting  health, 
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In  eight  cases  defects  were  remedied  and  in  others  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  allevdated. 

Althougli  the  numbers  investigated  were  small  and  therefore  not 
statistically  significant,  I do  feel  that  it  is  possible  in  many  cases  to 
pick  out  children  who  come  from  homes  which  leave  much  to  be  desired 
and  who  would  benefit  by  health  education  and  improvement  of 
amenities  in  housing. 

Children  of  this  type  present  a heterogeneous  mass  of  minimal 
phj’sical  signs  which  do  not  fit  into  any  accepted  nomenclature  of  disease, 
but  are  definitely  lacking  in  positive  health.  I would  classify  them  as 
suffering  from  subnormal  health  due  to  environmental  inadequacies. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  School  Nurses  for  their  help  in  giving  me 
an  insight  into  individual  home  conditions  and  their  unvarying  readiness 
to  assist  in  the  promotion  of  health  in  the  home. 

The  Head  Teachers  and  their  Staffs  have  given  me  every  assistance 
in  my  investigations,  and  I am  extremely  grateful  to  them  for  their 
friendly  and  co-operative  attitude.  Without  the  unstinted  help  of 
these  two  bodies  my  work  in  the  schools  would  have  been  increasingly 
difficult  and  almost  nullified. 

During  my  school  visits  I investigated  the  sanitary  conditions  and 
fabrics  generally,  communicating  with  Correspondents  of  Church  Schools 
where  indicated  and  keeping  the  School  Medical  Officer  informed  of  all 
action  taken.  Mr.  Dunford  (Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector)  has 
accompanied  me  on  most  of  these  inspections  and  has  helped  con- 
siderably in  reporting  and  obtaining  remedial  action  whenever  possible. 

The  teaching  of  h5^gienic  ways  of  life  in  these  formative  years  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  and  is  virtually  impossible  with  the  primitive 
facilities  obtaining  in  many  of  the  village  schools. 

Representations  have  been  made  in  all  such  cases  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

The  minimal  sanitary  conveniences  in  many  schools  would  not  be 
tolerated  by  adult  workers  in  industry.  The  wrath  of  the  Factory 
Inspector  and  representatives  of  Trade  Unions  would  very  soon,  quite 
rightly,  descend  upon  the  heads  of  employers  so  blind  to  the  funda- 
mental needs  of  their  employees. 

Despite  present-day  difficulties  in  obtaining  materials,  lack  of 
labour  and  economic  stringency,  I do  fervently  hope  that  the  school 
children  of  this  district  will  very  soon  have  wholesome  safe  water, 
adequate  washing  facilities  and  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  com- 
parable with  the  accepted  standards  so  essential  for  healthy  living. 

Homework  at  the  Grammar  School 

In  the  course  of  my  duty  as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  1 
visited  the  Rye  Grammar  School  for  routine  medical  examination  of 
the  pupils. 

I noted  that  many  children  coming  from  outlying  parishes  were 
experiencing  a sense  of  frustration  in  that  they  were  keen  on  their 
school  work  but  had  not  the  facilities  at  home  for  attending  to  their 
homework.  In  many  cases  the  parents  actually  complained  that  their 
children  were  interfering  with  the  routine  of  the  household  in  the 
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evening  in  that  they  annexed  part  of  the  only  available  living  room  at 
a time  when  the  parents  relaxed  after  the  day’s  work  and  wished  to 
listen  to  the  wireless,  etc.  In  these  cases  the  children  suffered  academi- 
cally and  emotionally  because  of  the  distracting  influences  in  the  home. 

The  parents  generally  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  reasons  for 
doing  homework  and  had  a sense  of  resentment  against  the  school, 
thinking  that  all  work  of  this  nature  should  be  done  in  school  time. 

I can  understand  the  difficulties  of  families  in  country  cottages  hav- 
ing children  of  varying  ages,  particularly  during  the  winter  months 
when  only  one  room  is  heated  and  lighted. 

I would  like  to  see  public-spirited  persons  in  each  village,  who 
have  the  rooms  available,  throwing  them  open  to  these  deserving  and 
able  children  in  order  that  they  may  complete  their  homework  in  a 
suitably  quiet  and  pleasant  environment,  thus  giv’ing  them  every 
opportunity  to  benefit  from  the  excellent  educational  facilities  available. 

National  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 

I would  like  to  thank  Inspector  Sibley,  the  local  representative  of 
the  N.S.P.C.C.,  for  his  timely  help  in  assisting  certain  families  in  this 
District  who  had  neglected  their  duties  as  parents.  These  cases  have, 
in  the  main,  been  due  to  (a)  force  of  circumstances,  {b)  weakness  of 
character,  and  (c)  lack  of  education. 

By  persistent  visiting  and  attempting  to  inculcate  a sense  of  values 
he  has  been  instrumental  in  keeping  these  families  in  being  and  generally 
rehabilitating  them. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  IN  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Name  and  address  of  Centre 
Battle  : Church  Hall 
Beckley:  Parish  Hall 
Bodiam:  Parish  Room 
Brede  and  Udimore: 

The  Hall,  Broad  Oak 
Burwash:  Congregational  Hall  . . 

Etchingham  ; Village  Hall 
Flimwell;  Village  Hall  .. 

Hurst  Green:  Village  Hall 
I DEN  and  Playden  : 

Memorial  Hall,  Peasmarsh 
Mountfield  (Weighing  Centre  only) 

Village  Hall  

Northiam  : 

Women’s  Institute  Hall 
Robertsbridge  ; 

The  Institute,  Station  Road  . . 
Sedlesgombe:  Village  Hall 
Westfield:  Church  Hall 
Winchelsea:  The  New  Hall 


Sessions  in  month 
First  Wednesday  in  month. 
First  Tuesday  in  month. 

Second  Thursday  in  month. 

Second  Wednesday  in  month. 
Second  and  fourth  Thursdays  in 
each  month. 

First  Thursday  in  month. 
Fourth  Tuesday  in  month. 
Second  Tuesday  in  month. 

First  Friday  in  month. 

Third  W’ednesda}^  in  month. 

Third  Tuesday  in  month 

Second  Thursday  in  month. 
First  Thursday  in  month. 

Third  Tuesday  in  month. 

Second  Friday  in  month. 
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INDUSTRIES 

I visited  most  of  the  industrial  undertakings  in  this  District  and 
found  them  to  be  well  sited  and  conforming  to  the  accepted  standards. 

There  did  not  appear  to  be  any  history  of  particular  occupational 
diseases. 

The  employers  were  most  co-operative  and  receptive  of  any  advice 
which  was  tendered  relative  to  the  welfare  of  their  employees  and 
conditions  of  work. 

The  Gypsum  Mines  is  the  largest  industrial  works  and  is  a tremen- 
dous hive  of  activity  situated  in  the  most  delightful  sylvan  surround- 
ings, having  its  own  canteen  where  hundreds  of  meals  are  served  daily. 
Many  employees  come  from  outlying  areas,  e.g.  Hastings.  The  new 
estate  in  process  of  being  built  primarily  for  workers  in  these  mines  will 
be  fulfilling  a great  need. 

The  hop  gardens,  mainly  situated  around  Bodiam  and  radiating 
over  the  whole  District,  present  a picture  of  intense  industry  for  about 
three  weeks,  commencing  the  last  week  in  August.  In  the  Bodiam  area 
alone  2,807  (men,  women  and  children)  arrived  en  masse  and  had  to  be 
suitably  housed.  This  accommodation  took  the  form  of  hutted  camps, 
with  adequate  conveniences  and  a supply  of  wholesome  water  sufficient 
for  the  influ.x,  in  accordance  with  the  existing  Byelaws.  These  problems 
of  accommodation  are  particular  to  each  site  and  it  involved  this 
Department  in  much  planning  in  consultation  with  the  owners  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  season.  In  addition,  the  sites  were  regularly  inspected 
during  the  actual  picking. 

The  workers  themselves  were  mainly  town  dwellers  from  East 
London  and  surrounding  districts,  who  were  unaware  of  rural  life  and 
its  complexities.  Every  care  was  taken  by  this  Department  to  ensure 
their  well-being.  It  is  hoped  that  they  returned  to  their  more  usual 
work  with  renewed  energy,  havihg  benefited  from  their  stay  in  this 
delightful  countryside. 


OCCUPATION  AND  INDUSTRY 

Males 

Females 

Jenner  & Simpson’s  Mill,  Battle 

4 

0 

The  Tannery,  Battle 

18 

0 

Senlac  Metal  Casements,  Battle 

64 

4 

Gypsum  Mines,  Ltd.,  Mountfield 

570 

15 

Hodsons  Mill,  Robertsbridge 

24 

13 

Victoria  Fencing  Co.,  Staplecross  . . 

28 

2 

Gray  Nicolls,  Ltd.,  Robertsbridge  . . 

4b 

II 

G.  T.  Jennings,  Esq.,  Camber  Beach  Works 

8 

I 

Spun  Concrete,  Ltd.,  Rye  Harbour 

lOI 

7 

Howard  Bros.,  Battle 

22 

0 

South-Eastern  Tar  Distillers,  Ltd.,  Rye  Harbour 

4 

0 

The  Battle  Laundry,  Battle 

7 

32 

Newbery  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Battle 

3(^ 

55 

Central  Engineering  Works,  Ltd.,  The  Ridge 

15 

0 

I(S 


West’s  Engineering  Works,  Camber 
The  Ticehurst  Laundry,  Ticehurst  . . 

The  Burwash  Laundry,  Ltd.,  Burwash 
Messrs.  Hall  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Rye  Harbour 
John  Carter,  Ltd.,  Beach  Works,  Rye  Harbour 


12  2 

6 21 

4 13 

25  0 

13  0 


THE  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Since  the  advent  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  in  July,  194S, 
this  has  been  carried  on  as  heretofore  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  with  the  addition  of  financial  grants  from  the  County  Council. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  supervises  this  Service  as  a delegated 
duty  from  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  direction  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

On  24th  July,  1949,  I had  the  honour  to  present  a new  Austin 
ambulance  to  the  Battle  Division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
on  behalf  of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council,  followed  by  a dedication 
service  at  Battle  Parish  Church. 

I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  individual  members  of  this 
voluntary  service  who  have  given  this  District  an  unfailing  24-hour 
service,  seven  days  a week. 
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SECTION  II. 


ANALYSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1949 


Drains  and  Sanitar}-  Accommodation 

7S0 

^^'ater  supply  . . 

682 

Milk  and  Dairies 

273 

Building  Inspections,  including  Building  Licences 

882 

Hop-pickers’  Dwellings 

61 

Infectious  Diseases 

92 

Salvage  and  Public  Cleansing  Service 

45 

Food  shops 

188 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

537 

Requisitioning 

247 

IMoveable  Dwellings  . . 

284 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

209 

Nuisances 

84 

Factories  and  Workshops 

24 

Schools . . 

39 

Miscellaneous  . . 

294 

Housing  Survey 

234 

Infestation  Order  (by  Rodent  Operative)  . . 

• • 1,025 

NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1948  . . . . 191 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  1949  . . . . 227 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1949  . . 351 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1949  . . 67 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  oustanding  at  end  of  1948  . . 4 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  1949  . . . . ii 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1949  . . 8 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1949  . . 7 


ACTION  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

Dwelling-houses  represented  under  Section  11  . . . . . . 8 

Demolition  Orders  made  . . . . . . . . . . . ■ 4 

Undertakings  to  repair  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Undertakings  not  to  let  . . . . . . . . 2 
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WATER  SAMPLES 


The  following  water  samples  were  taken  from  new  or  suspected 
sources  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949: 


P.\RISH 

Wells 

Springs 

Satisfactory 

Polluted 

Satisfactory 

Polluted 

Ashbiirnham 

I 





I 

Battle  . . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Beckley 

3 

6 

— 

— 

Brede  . . 

— 

3 

— 

I 

Catsfield 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Crowhurst 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Dallington 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Ewhurst 

I 

<3 

— 

— 

Fairlight 

I 

— 

I 

Guestling 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Icklesham 

2 

2 

I 

— 

Iden 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Mountfield 

— 

I 

— 

-- 

Peasmarsh 

I 

I 

7 

4 

Pett 

3 

2 

— 

Playden 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Salehurst 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Sedlescombe  . . 

— 

5 

— 

I 

Staplecross 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Udimore 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Westfield 

2 

7 

— 

— 

Rye  Foreign  . . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Burwash 

— 

— 



7 

IQ 

44 

() 

1 I 

Dallington  . . Lake  . . . . Satisfactory. 

East  Guldeford  . . . . R.W.T.  . . Unsatisfactory. 


The  large  proportion  of  unsatisfactory  results  is  due  partly  to  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  wells  sampled  were  already  suspect.  None  the 
less  most  of  the  shallow  wells  in  the  District— and  these  form  the  major 
proportion — are  unreliable,  usually  because  of  pollution  by  surface 
water.  There  were  no  cases  of  sewage  pollution. 

Rainwater 

A considerable  number  of  houses  in  the  District,  including  new 
houses  being  built,  rely  on  rainwater  stored  in  underground  tanks. 

Plumbo -solvency 

A few  wells  in  the  district  are  found  to  3'ield  a plumbo-solvent  water. 
Whenever  this  is  encountered  the  water  services  are  checked  over  and 
all  lead  piping  is  required  to  be  replaced  with  copper  or  galvanised  pipe. 
Action  Taken  in  Respect  of  Contamination 

A public  spring  at  Pett  Level  which  was  being  used  by  visitors 
to  the  area  but  rarely  by  local  inhabitants,  was  sampled  and  found 
grossly  polluted.  It  was  subsequently  sealed  off  by  the  Council. 

Wells  found  polluted  on  sampling  are  first  protected  by  improving 
tlie  construction  to  Building  Bj^elaw  Standard,  which  includes  new 
jiaving  and  proper  covers,  and  then  chlorinated,  after  which  further 
samples  arc  taken.  Even  this  treatment  often  fails  with  shallow  welts. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  PIPED  WATER 


Parish 

Houses  directly 
connected  to  main 

Premises  supplied 
by  meter 

Battle 

1,14b 

1 19 

Bodiam 

108 

— 

Brightling  . . 

4 

— 

Burwash  . . . . . . 

*511 

— 

Catsfield 

157 

^3 

Crowhurst  . . 

149 

3.3 

Etchingham 

*201 

Guestling  . . 

y 

— 

Icklesham  (Winchelsea)  . . 

20() 

13 

Icklesham  (Rye  Harbour) 

1 10 

16 

Iden 

2 

— 

Mountfield  . . 

2 

3 

Northiam  . . 

35-2 

I I 

Ore 

59 

— 

Playden 

40 

4 

Rye  Foreign 

i<) 

3 

Salehurst 

*953 

— 

Ticehurst 

*09() 

— 

Westfield 

145 

— 

Whatlington 

4 

I 

♦Figures  for  1948  (figures  for  1949  not  available). 


There  are  no  houses  served  by  standpipes. 

The  above  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  respective  Water 
Undertakings. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

There  are  within  the  District  hve  Statutory  Undertakings: 

Undertaking  ^ Parishes  supplied 

Battle  Rural  District  Council . . . . Battle,  Crowhurst,  Playden,  part  Icklesham 

(Winchelsea  and  Rye  Harbour). 

Hastings  Corporation  . . . . Part  Westfield  and  part  Ore. 

Heathfield  and  District  Water  Co.  . . Ticehurst,  Burwash,  Etchingham,  Salehurst 

and  Bodiam. 

Cranbrook  and  District  Water  Co.  . . Northiam. 

Bexhill  Corporation  . . . . . . Catsfield. 

In  the  case  of  our  own  supply,  samples  are  taken  monthly  by  the 
Water  Engineer  from  sources  at  Battle  and  Winchelsea.  Both  supplies 
are  chlorinated. 

During  1949,  24  samples  of  treated  water  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  eight  for  chemical.  All  but  one  bacteriological 
analysis  were  satisfactory.  One  sample  from  the  Battle  Bore  showed 
the  presence  of  B.  coli,  but  as  this  had  never  happened  previously  and 
has  not  occurred  since  I feel  the  result  must  have  been  due  to  faulty 
sampling  technique. 

No  samples  were  taken  by  this  Authority  of  water  supplied  by 
Statutory  Undertakers  outside  the  area. 

The  two  water  companies  at  Cranbrook  and  Heathfield  submitted 
one  and  seven  reports  respectively  on  samples  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  were  satisfactory. 
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Other  Piped  Supplies 

Toot  Rock,  Pett  Level 

This  small  privately-owned  supply  serves  54  houses  in  the  Pett 
Level  area  only.  The  water  is  from  a shallow  well  and  is  of  poor  quality 
in  the  raw  state.  It  is  however  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  three 
samples  taken  for  bacteriological  e.xamination  showed  satisfactory 
results.  Householders  at  higher  levels  complained  of  the  inadequacy 
of  the  supply. 


Fairlight  Cove  Estate  Water  Company 

This  water  company  supplies  78  properties  and  also  supplies  water 
in  bulk  to  the  Pett  Water  Company  and  the  Warren  Estate.  The 
company  submitted  si.x  reports  during  the  year  on  samples  of  water 
e.xamined  for  B.  coli.  All  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  is  however  not  sufficient,  and 
in  the  course  of  a house-to-house  enquiry,  58  out  of  78  persons  on  the 
supply  said  they  found  it  inadequate  during  the  summer  months. 
A complaint  was  received  from  the  Parish  Council  regarding  the  shortage 
of  water  in  the  area  served  by  this  company  as  well  as  a number  of 
individual  complaints. 


Firehills  Estate  Water  Company 

This  company  supplies  water  to  its  own  houses  onl}’. 

Only  a few  householders  at  the  extreme  limits  of  the  supply  com- 
plained of  shortage  during  the  year.  The  company  operates  a S5^stem 
of  rationing  during  the  summer  months  by  supplying  water  to  each  of 
nine  sectors  in  turn  so  that  each  house  has  its  storage  tank  filled  once 
a day. 


Warren  Estate 

This  estate  was  the  subject  of  detailed  comment  in  last  year’s 
report.  It  still  depends  on  the  Fairlight  Cove  Estate  Water  Company 
for  a supply  and  as  that  company  is  often  short  of  water  for  its  own 
consumers,  the  Warren  Estate  is  sometimes  without  water  for  days. 


Pett  Water  Company 

This  is  a small  company  which  merely  distributes  water  from  the 
Fairlight  Cove  Estate  Company  when  that  Company  can  spare  it. 

The  company  serves  the  Chick  Hill  area  of  Pett  and  of  15  housc- 
liolders  supplied,  only  two  were  satisfied. 
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Water  Surveys 

In  order  to  obtain  as  detailed  a picture  as  possible  of  the  conditions 
in  the  Fairlight  and  Pett  area  house-to-house  surveys  were  made  and 
the  results  plotted  on  a map. 

These  results  are  summarised  below: 


Area : Royal  Oak  to  present  terminal  of  Pelt  Water  Company’s  main 

No.  of  properties  \-isited  (all  beyond  the  main)  . . 13 

Nature  of  .supply:  Stored  rainwater,  springs  and  wells. 

Generally  all  satisfied  with  suppl}-.  (One  householder  stated  they 
were  short  of  water  in  summer  and  anxious  to  get  on  main.) 

Chick  Hill  Area  served  by  Pctl  Water  Company’s  Main 

No.  of  properties  visited  . . . . . . . . 32 

No.  of  properties  on  main  . . . . . . . . 15 

Other  supplies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Satisfied  with  main  supply  . . . . . . . . 2 

Dissatisfied  with  main  supply  . . . . . . . . 13 

Cliff  End,  High-Level  Developed  Area 

No.  of  properties  visited  . . . . . . . . 14 

No.  of  properties  on  main  . . . . . . . . 12 

No.  satisfied  with  main  supply  . . . . . . 2 

No.  dissatisfied  with  main  supply  . . . . . . 8 

(Two  “ just  managed  ” and  two  people  stated  that  as  they  had 
just  moved  in  they  could  not  express  an  opinion.) 

F airtight  Cove  Estate 

No.  of  properties  visited  . . . . . . . . 123 

No.  of  replies  received  . . . . . . . . . . 88 

Properties  on  the  main  . . . . . . . . 78 

Main  supply  adequate  . . . . . . . . 20 

Main  supply  inadequate  . . . . . . • • 58 

Other  supplies  (springs,  wells  and  R.W.  tanks)  . . 10 

Pett  Level 

No.  of  properties  visited  . . . . . . . . 60 

No.  of  properties  on  main  . . . . . . . . 54 

Other  supplies  (R.W.  and  springs)  . . . . . . b 

Dissatisfied  with  main  supply  . . . . . . , . 8 
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Surveys  on  the  Routes  of  Proposed  New  Mains 

In  anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  main  water  in  various  parts  of  the 
District,  many  properties  were  inspected,  with  the  results  tabulated 
below : 


Three  Oaks,  Guestling  Houses 

No.  willing  to  connect  to  main  . . . . . . 50 

No.  not  willing  to  connect  to  main  . . . . . . 15 

Undecided  (more  details  as  to  cost  required)  . . g 

Two  calls  made,  no  reply  received  . . . . 10 

Present  loater  supply: 

Properties  primarily  served  by  wells  or  springs  . . 55 

Properties  relying  on  rainwater  tanks  only  . . 15 

Properties  relying  on  stream  water  plus  rainwater  . . 4 

Properties  no  reply  received  . . . . . . . . 10 


Watermill  Lane,  Fairlight 


No.  willing  to  connect  to  main  . . . . . . 10 

No.  not  willing  to  connect  to  main  . . . . . . i 

Undecided  (more  details  as  to  cost  required)  . . 4 

Prese?it  water  supply: 

Properties  relying  on  rainwater  tanks  . . . . 3 

Properties  relying  on  wells  or  springs.  . . . . . 12 


Peasmarsh 


No.  willing  to  connect  to  main  . . . . . . 24 

No.  not  willing  to  connect  to  main  . . . . . . 4 

Undecided  or  no  information  . . . . . . . . 18 

Present  ivater  supply: 

Properties  relying  on  wells  only  . . . . • • 37 

Properties  relying  on  rainwater  only  . . . . . . 2 

Properties  relying  on  wells,  rainwater  and  other 
sources  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Properties  relying  on  delivered  water . . . . . . i 
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HOUSING 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey 


This  great  labour,  undertaken  on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  has  at  last  been  completed.  It  has  taken  hve  years,  during 
which  time  5,746  “ working  class  ” houses  have  been  inspected  and  the 
results  of  inspection  recorded  on  as  many  cards. 

The  final  totals  are: 


Categor}^  I 
Category  II 
Category  III 
Category  V 


Fit  in  all  respects  . . 

Minor  defects  only 
Needing  substantial  repairs 

Unht  and  not  capable  of  being  made  lit  at  a 
reasonable  cost 


Category  IV  Suitable  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Rural  Workers  Acts,  became  obsolete, 
and  the  houses  so  classified  were  transferred  to 
Category  V 


724 

1,908 

2,169 

945 


For  all  practical  purposes  Categories  I and  II  could  have  been 
lumped  together. 

In  considering  the  total  of  houses  in  Category  V it  should  be 
recalled  that  the  “ reasonable  cost  ” in  any  one  case  depends  entirely 
on  the  income  to  be  derived  from  the  property  after  the  repairs  have 
been  done,  in  other  words,  on  the  rent.  Most  of  the  cottages  in  Category 
V have  controlled  weekly  rents  of  less  than  los.  and  many  less  than  5s. 
This  means  that  major  reconditioning  is  out  of  the  question,  and  as 
will  be  shown  later,  the  conditions  attached  to  the  granting  of  improve- 
ment grants  are  such  as  to  render  them  valueless  in  most  cases  within 
Category  V. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of  these 
houses  are  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a relatively  low  cost  which  is 
none  the  less  unreasonable  having  regard  to  the  income  derived  as  rent. 

For  example,  a cottage  let  at  3s.  6d.  per  week  may  need  repairs 
costing  only  £100,  of  which  £80  is  for  drainage,  the  shell  being  sound. 
With  vacant  possession  it  might  be  worth  £1,000  at  today’s  valuation. 

It  is  unreal  to  place  such  a house  in  the  same  category  as  a house 
fit  only  for  demolition,  yet  in  practice  it  can  only  be  dealt  with  formally 
by  the  same  procedure  under  Section  ii  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

However,  the  principal  object  of  the  survey  was  to  ascertain  the 
need  for  rehousing  and  whilst  the  exact  figure  which  may  be  statistically 
desirable  is  not  forthcoming,  it  is  clear  that  the  present  and  likely  future 
rate  of  building  will  not  for  many  years  satisfy  the  combined  demands 
of  the  homeless  and  the  badly  housed. 

1 fear  it  will  be  a long  time  before  the  ‘‘  slum  clearance  ” of  pre-war 
days  can  be  resumed. 

A tabular  summary  of  the  survey  is  sliown  on  jmge  26. 
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Parish 

Category 

1 

Total 

1 

11 

111 

V 

.\shburnham 

— 

4 

8 

75 

87 

Battle  . . 

40 

140 

222 

60 

474 

Beckley 

77 

60 

55 

^36 

Bodiam 

26 

16 

16 

1 1 

69 

Brede 

48 

133 

89 

23 

^93 

Brightling 

I 

9 

27 

48 

85 

Broomhill 

— 

198 

52 

35 

^85 

Bur  wash 

.57 

1 1 1 

loy 

45 

3^2 

Catsfield 

18 

3^ 

9^ 

20 

162 

Crowhurst 

20 

17 

41 

7 

85 

Dallington 

4 

^5 

10 

27 

66 

East  Guldeford 

— 

5 

15 

5 

25 

Etchingham 

20 

37 

48 

29 

134 

Ewhurst 

43 

55 

45 

47 

190 

Fairlight 

35 

75 

25 

2 

137 

Guestling 

13 

74 

80 

15 

182 

Icklesham 

54 

1-25 

234 

42 

455 

Iden 

17 

21 

45 

15 

98 

Mountfield 

13 

61 

73 

5 

152 

Northiam 

1 1 

118 

9^ 

27 

248 

Ore 

2 

^3 

8 

33 

Peasmarsh 

55 

48 

42 

36 

181 

Penhurst 

I 

— 

3 

5 

9 

Pett  

19 

47 

6i 

18 

145 

Playden 

8 

18 

16 

3 

45 

Rye  Foreign 

7 

1 1 

14 

18 

50 

Salehurst 

33 

117 

171 

69 

390 

Sedlescombe 

20 

53 

56 

1 2 

141 

St.  Thomas  the  Apostle 

— 

27 

16 

13 

5 b 

Ticehurst 

46 

147 

188 

loS 

489 

Udimore 

4 

1 2 

39 

2 2 

77 

Westfield 

65 

50 

134 

46 

295 

Whatlington 

— 

16 

32 

2 

50 

Totals 

7^4 

i,go8 

2,169 

945 

5.746 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rehousing 

Notices  to  secure  repairs  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

The  introduction  of  the  £100  free  limit  in  building  licensing  has 
removed  an  obstacle,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  at  least  it  became 
much  easier  to  obtain  the  services  of  a builder. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  situation  is  the  overall  improvement 
in  the  housing  of  farm  workers.  Before  the  war  farm  cottages  formed 
a very  substantial  proportion  of  the  worst  houses,  but  the  prosperity  of 
agriculture  and  the  favourable  bargaining  position  of  the  farm  worker 
has  led  both  to  a voluntary  improvement  and  to  a demand  for  it. 

Needless  to  say  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  further  improvement. 

The  impracticability  of  forcing  an  issue  under  Section  ii  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the  ju-esent  housing  shortage  has  again 
been  a discouraging  feature  of  the  year’s  work. 
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However,  eight  selected  cases  were  formally  represented  and  two 
cottages  were  actually  demolished.  The  cottages  demolished  were 
unsafe  and  there  was  insufficient  money  available  even  to  carry  out 
minimum  repairs,  the  cost  of  which  was  far  in  excess  of  “ reasonable 
cost.”  Rents  were  controlled  at  45.  and  6s.  4d.  The  tenants  were 
rehoused  in  new  Council  houses. 

In  two  cases  the  Demolition  Orders  made  will  only  become  operative 
after  the  property  becomes  vacant  at  some  indefinite  future  date,  but 
the  Orders  wall  prevent  their  re-occupation. 

Improvements  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949 

When  the  Act  was  first  announced  it  was  hoped  that  improvement 
grants  would  solve  the  problem  of  securing  repairs  to  low-rented  pro- 
perties. However,  it  became  apparent  when  Circular  90/49  was  pub- 
lished that  the  problem  was  still  with  us.  A number  of  enquiries  were 
made  by  owners,  but  on  examining  the  conditions  attached  to  the 
grant  they  did  not  proceed. 

Where  occupied  cottages  have  a very  low  standard  rent  the  grant 
is  insufficient  to  make  reconditioning  an  economic  proposition.  Since 
ordinary  repairs,  as  distinct  from  improvements,  are  not  eligible  for 
grant  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  this  work  must  be  borne  by  the  owner 
and  no  rent  increase  can  be  made  in  respect  of  it. 

For  example,  if  the  owner  of  a cottage  let  at  5s.  per  week  has  to 
spend  £500  on  his  cottage,  of  which  ^200  is  for  improvements,  he  will 
get  a maximum  grant  of  £100  and  will  therefore  have  to  find  £400.  He 
will  then  be  permitted  to  increase  the  rent  by  .6%  of  £100  (his  contribu- 
tion towards  the  cost  of  improvements)  to  7s.  4d. 

If  the  owner  has  little  or  no  capital  available  and  has  to  borrow 
the  money  the  position  is  quite  hopeless. 


New  Dwellings 

New  dwellings  erected: 

{a)  By  the  Council — 

Crowhurst  . . . . . . . . 3 

Burwash  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Westfield  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Winchelsea  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

44 

{b)  By  private  enterprise  under  licence  . . 50 

(c)  By  private  enterprise  under  subsidy  . . 4 

Conversions  to  dwelling-houses  . . . . . . 7 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  31st  December,  1949: 

(fl)  By  the  Council  . . . . . . • • 31 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . 16 

Conversions  to  dwellings  incomplete  at  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1949  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 


House  Requisitioning 

The  Requisitioning  Committee  has  continued  to  use  the  powers 
available  to  it  and  no  requests  for  delegation  of  authority  to  requisition 
have  been  refused  by  the  Minister. 

It  was  felt  that  the  housing  situation  did  not  justify  any  relaxation 
and  26  further  notices  were  posted.  Twenty-three  notices  were  with- 
drawn on  the  owners  making  satisfactory  proposals  for  occupation  and 
three  more  houses  were  taken  over  and  let  to  tenants. 

Four  houses  were  released  from  requisition,  including  Denes 
House,  Burwash.  This  property  was  taken  over  during  the  war  to 
house  bombed-out  families,  but  the  heavy  compensation  payable  made 
it  uneconomical  to  retain  it.  In  addition,  considerable  hardship  was 
being  caused  to  the  owner.  Some  of  the  tenants  were  rehoused  by  the 
Council  and  others  found  alternative  accommodation. 

The  total  number  of  houses  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  1949 
was  22  and  the  total  number  of  notices  posted  since  the  beginning  of 
requisitioning  was  17 1. 

The  staff  made  247  visits,  making  enquiries,  attending  to  com- 
plaints and  inspecting  likely  properties.  This  figure  is  92  more  than 
last  year. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

This  year  has  seen  the  transfer  of  responsibility  for  supervising 
milk  production  from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  administration  will  be  more  gener- 
ously staffed  and  able  to  devote  more  time  than  we  could  to  the  550 
milk-producing  farms  in  the  District.  On  no  other  grounds  can  the 
transfer  be  justified. 

During  the  year  273  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  sampling 
and  inspection. 

The  results  of  milk  sampling  are  given  in  tabulated  form  below: 


tirade  of  Milk 

Methylene  Blue 

B.  Coli 

Phosphatase 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  . . 

I 2 

2 

I 2 

Heat-treated 

10 

() 





t) 

T.T.  milk 

2 

1 

5 



Raw  milk 

77 

17 

75 

m 

— 

— 

The  “ heat-treated  ” milk  samples  were  taken  from  schools  and 
retailers.  The  milk  is  subjected  to  a “ flash  ” heating  process  which, 
though  not  a true  pasteurisation,  is  carried  out  to  improve  keeping 
cpiality.  The  milk  is  not  sold  by  the  depot  as  a graded  milk,  but  some 
retailers  seemed  to  be  under  tiie  impression  that  it  was  pasteurised, 
though  they  did  not  sell  it  under  a designation. 

I here  is  only  one  source  of  this  milk  in  the  District. 


Out  of  i5  samples  submitted  for  examination  seven  failed  the 
phosphatase  test  and  six  the  methylene  blue  test.  Whilst  the  number 
of  samples  taken  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  drawing  sweeping  con- 
clusions, the  results  are  disquieting. 

None  of  the  I'esults  give  any  cause  for  complacancy,  especially  in 
view  of  the  ease  with  which  almost  any  milk  seems  to  pass  the  methy- 
lene blue  test  in  winter,  when  a much  higher  percentage  of  passes  is 
recorded. 

Registration  of  Wholesale  Producers 

Prior  to  the  transfer  of  functions  14  new  producers  were  registered 
and  fhe  premises  concerned  inspected. 

In  October  a complete  list  of  registered  wholesale  producers  was 
supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Department  has  kept 
in  touch  with  the  Milk  Advisory  Officer,  who  has  co-operated  with  us 
whenever  asked. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

All  animals  to  be  slaughtered  for  sale  for  human  consumption  are 
still  sent  to  the  central  slaughterhouse  in  Hastings,  and  meat  inspection 
has  been  limited  to  visits  to  butcher’s  shops.  These  visits  have  usually 
been  made  at  the  request  of  the  butcher  who  has  found  some  diseased 
condition  in  cutting  up  imported  meat. 

Following  the  receipt  of  information  from  the  Westminster  City 
Council  a firm  was  found  to  be  preparing  salami  and  other  continental 
“ delicacies  ” from  unsound  horse  tongues  on  unregistered  premises 
in  a remote  part  of  the  district. 

The  defendants,  who  were  of  Polish  origin  or  nationality,  claimed 
that  the  food  was  distributed  only  to  Polish  troops. 

Some  tongues  were  seized  and  the  defendants  prosecuted  under 
the  Food  and  Drup  Act,  1938,  for  having  unsound  food  in  their  pos- 
session and  for  failing  to  register.  The  Ministry  of  Food  also  took 
proceedings  in  respect  of  the  use  of  horse  flesh.  Fines  totalled  /13, 
including  costs. 

An  account  of  food  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  given 
below : 

8o|-  lb.  beef 
i8|  lb.  mutton 
lb.  corned  beef 
40^  lb.  bacon 
2h  lb.  liver 

1 tin  beef  and  vegetables 
3 tins  veal  loaf 

2 tins  meat  and  gravy 
5 tins  beef  loaf 

14  tins  corned  beef 

3 tins  sausages 
3^  stone  witches 

4 tins  whiting 


10  tins  peas 
2 tins  beetroot 
2 tins  carrots 
8 tins  baked  beans 

1 tin  stringless  beans 
77  tins  apricot  pulp 
16  tins  dried  apple 

2 tins  apple  puree 

1 tin  pears 

2 tins  plums 

6 tins  cherries 

3 tins  orange  juice 
I tin  rhubarb 
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6 tins  crawfish 
3 tins  herring  roes 
8()  tins  herring  tidbits 
II  tins  soup 
92  tins  Dutch  gherkins 


28  tins  milk 
12  tins  jam 
3 tins  marmalade 
2 tins  puddings 
50  eggs  (Danish) 


SURVEY  OF  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

This  survey  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  a total  of 
199  premises  were  visited. 

The  results  of  the  survey  may  be  summarised  as  follows: 

Hotels  and  Residential  Catering 

Seventy-six  hotels,  inns  and  guest  houses  were  inspected. 

There  were  only  a few  cases  where  conditions  could  be  described 
as  dirty.  On  the  whole  the  standard  of  ordinary  physical  cleanliness 
was  good,  but  there  were  few  cases  where  the  standard  was  much  higher 
than  the  best  domestic  standards,  e.g.  crockery  is  universally  dried  with 
a cloth,  washing-up  water  is  hot,  but  there  is  no  sterilisation.  There  is 
usually  only  one  sink. 

Twenty-three  of  the  premises  in  this  category  depended  on  wells  or 
rainwater  and  in  three  cases  water  was  being  carted. 

In  only  a few  cases  were  the  ” wash  now  ” notices  issued  to  all 
members  by  the  Caterers’  Association  found  posted  up  in  toilets. 

The  need  for  proper  hand  washing  was  explained  in  each  case. 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  and  other  Non-Residential  Catering 
Establishments 

Eighty  premises  in  this  category  were  inspected. 

Conditions  were  found  to  be  broadly  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
category.  Twenty-three  premises  were  without  main  water  and  in  one 
or  two  cases  in  the  coastal  areas  water  was  delivered  by  road. 

Public  Houses  not  Included  in  Previous  Categories 

Nineteen  public  houses  which  do  not  sell  food  were  inspected  and 
glass-washing  arrangements  noted.  Although  a large  number  of  public 
houses  are  included  under  previous  headings  these  form  a typical 
cross-section  of  the  older  and  smaller  kind.  Not  one  of  the  houses  had 
both  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  to  the  bar  and  only  two  used  a detergent 
or  sterilising  substance  in  the  water. 

Landlords  were  pressed  to  do  this  and  supplied  with  a list  of 
suitable  preparations. 

Residential  Schools 

Ten  of  these  were  visited  personally  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  survey.  Five  schools  were  noted  as  having  verv 
clean  kitchens  and  good  facilities.  Three  were  moderately  satisfactorv 
and  two  poor. 
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Various  Institutions 

Seven  of  these,  mainly  convalescent  homes,  were  inspected.  In 
all  but  one  conditions  were  satisfactory.  In  this  latter  case,  suggestions 
were  made  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  and  the  need  for  improved 
facilities  was  pointed  out  to  the  proprietor. 

Miscellaneous  Premises 

Seven  other  premises,  including  clubs  and  small  industrial  canteens, 
were  inspected. 

Action  Taken 

Twenty  written  notices  were  served  and  complied  with,  and  a 
number  of  improvements  were  secured  by  verbal  requests.  The 
improvements  carried  out  included  the  following  works: 

Provision  of  extra  or  improved  food  storage. 

Provision  of  extra  or  improved  sanitary  accommodation. 

Improvements  to  protect  wells. 

Water  brought  indoors. 

New  or  improved  drainage. 

Hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  to  bar. 

Ventilated  space  between  toilet  and  kitchen. 

Redecoration  and  improved  cleanliness. 

ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  there  were  20  fresh  premises  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream,  bringing  the  total  to  55.  Of  these,  31  sell  only  the  wrapped 
product. 

In  the  coastal  areas,  however,  where  sanitary  conditions  are  at 
their  worst,  the  sale  of  loose  ice  cream  was  extended,  as  the  public 
seem  to  prefer  it.  Originally  only  wrapped  ice  cream  was  sold,  but 
street  hawkers  introduced  the  loose  product  and  established  traders 
naturally  pressed  to  be  allowed  to  do  the  same.  This  was  agreed, 
providing  premises  conformed  to  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938.  The  fact  that  street  vendors  escaped  certain  provisions  of  the 
Act  was  a sore  point  with  shopkeepers. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  MATTERS 
Peasmarsh  Sewage  Works 

The  sewage  works  at  Peasmarsh  are  obsolete  and  beyond  repair. 
As  a result  the  effluent  fouls  the  ditch  into  which  it  discharges  for  nearly 
a quarter  of  a mile,  and  this  state  of  affairs  resulted  in  the  Council  being 
threatened  with  an  injunction  by  the  owner  of  Stream  Farm. 

Eventually  the  Council  agreed  to  do  certain  work  to  keep  the  ditch 
clear  and  to  pay  for  the  erection  of  a barbed  wire  fence  on  both  sides  of 
the  ditch  to  keep  out  the  farmer’s  cattle. 

With  the  prospect  of  26  new  Council  houses  the  provision  of  new 
works  is  urgently  necessary. 
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Robertsbridge  Sewage  Works 

Subsidence  occurred  at  these  works  during  the  year  and  a con- 
siderable length  of  the  bank  of  the  stream  slipped  away.  As  a result, 
the  concrete  effluent-channel  running  parallel  to  the  stream  became 
badly  fractured  and  the  fracture  may  extend  into  the  base  of  one  of  the 
filters.  In  consequence,  much  of  the  effluent  bypasses  the  humus  tank 
and  percolates  direct  into  the  stream. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed  to  make  a 
report. 

Small  Disposal  Works 

The  private  sewer  and  disposal  works  of  the  Coghurst  Estates, 
Ltd.,  were  taken  over  by  the  Council  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  after 
the  owners  had  put  the  works  in  good  order  and  handed  over  drawings 
and  records. 

Proposals  for  New  Sewerage 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  submitted  proposal  sites  for 
sewage  works  at  Northiam,  Burwash,  Fairlight  and  Ticehurst. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE 
Refuse  Collection 

W'e  are  now  operating  three  lo  cu.  yd.  and  two  7 cu.  yd.  vehicles 
in  the  Rural  District.  Collections  are  made  at  intervals  of  about  three 
weeks,  except  in  the  built-up  part  of  Battle,  where  a weekly  collection 
is  made. 

In  July  a fire  at  the  Battle  tip  disorganised  tipping  and  led  to 
complaints  from  residents  in  the  new  temporary  houses  in  Marley  Lane. 

Lack  of  adequate  covering  material  and  an  increased  paper  content 
following  the  abandonment  of  paper  salvage  are  causing  me  some 
concern. 

The  cost  of  the  service  during  1949  was  £5,900  is.  qd.,  less 
£888  IIS.  5d.  realised  on  salvage,  but  this  low  figure  cannot  be  main- 
tained much  longer,  as  our  tips  are  filling  up  and  new  ones  will  have  to 
be  started.  Sites  will  be  hard  to  find  and  the  provision  of  proper  cover 
will  be  expensive  as  it  is  possible  that  the  work  may  have  to  be  done 
mechanically. 

Salvage 

This  year  saw  a sudden  change  in  the  salvage  situation  when  the 
waste-paper  market  became  flooded  and  the  “ valuable  salvage  ” 
became  a drug  on  the  market. 

The  Council,  being  unable  to  sell  at  a price  which  would  cover  the 
cost  of  sorting  and  baling,  discontinued  the  collection  of  waste-paper 
from  September.  The  man  employed  on  sorting  had  to  be  dismissed 
as  redundant.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  no  sign  of  any  appreci- 
able improvement  in  the  market. 
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The  results  of  the  year’s 

salvage  collection  are 

summarised 

below 

Tons 

cwt. 

qrs. 

lb. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper 

105 

0 

I 

0 

&37 

I 

4 

Ferrous  metals 

96 

9 

2 

0 

204 

19 

9 

Non-ferrous  metals  . . 

3 

6 

2 

10 

107 

4 

2 

Bottles  and  jars 

4 

I 

0 

12 

8 

13 

0 

Rags 

5 

9 

I 

0 

109 

5 

0 

Rubber 

2 

4 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

Bones  . . 

I 

13 

2 

0 

3 

8 

3 

218 

4 

0 

22 

£1.072 

15 

6 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  second-hand  cesspool-emptying  vehicle  purchased  by  the 
Council  last  year  was  not  a success  and  gave  endless  mechanical  trouble. 

During  September  the  Council  was  approached  by  Messrs.  Pur- 
bridge,  Ltd.,  of  Maidstone,  a firm  owning  a fleet  of  cesspool-emptying 
vehicles,  with  a request  that  the  Council  should  support  their  application 
for  a “ B ” Transport  Licence  to  operate  in  the  Battle  Rural  District. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  a special  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  it  was  finally  decided  that  the  firm’s  application 
should  be  granted.  The  firm  agreed  to  take  over  the  Council’s  old 
vehicle,  and  accepted  a number  of  conditions  imposed  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers.  The  conditions  covered  charges,  the  station- 
ing of  a vehicle  permanently  within  the  district,  acknowledgment  of  the 
right  of  all  ratepayers  to  demand  the  service  on  payment,  and  con- 
ditions as  to  disposal  of  the  cesspool  contents. 

The  firm  had  not  begun  to  operate  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  the 
public  enquiry  regarding  their  Transport  Licence  had  not  been  held. 

HOP-PICKERS’  CAMPS 

An  effort  was  made  this  season  to  bring  about  improvements  and 
farmers  were  told  that  the  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials 
was  no  longer  so  acute  as  to  constitute  an  excuse  for  failure  to  comply 
with  the  Byelaws. 

There  was  in  consequence  an  improvement  in  conditions  over  last 
year,  but  the  position  is  still  not  satisfactory. 

One  large  estate  employs  nearly  4,000  pickers,  many  of  whom  come 
from  the  poorer  districts  of  London. 

Failure  to  maintain  the  closet  accommodation  properly  was  again 
the  most  serious  shortcoming  and  whilst  the  employers  did  not  do  all 
that  they  might  to  make  the  best  of  things,  their  task  was  complicated 
by  the  deplorable  habits  of  a substantial  minority  of  pickers.  A more 
serious  attempt  to  weed  out  the  worst  offenders  is  necessary. 

In  spite  of  these  facts  the  firm  was  asked  to  erect  an  experimental 
block  of  water  closets  on  a selected  site,  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  on 
the  whole  there  is  a tendency  towards  improvement  in  behaviour. 
They  agreed,  and  the  experiment  proved  a great  success.  Unfortunately 
shortage  of  water  prevents  a repetition  in  the  firm’s  other  camps. 

There  were  no  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  reported  among 
the  pickers. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Caravans  continue  to  flow  into  the  district  every  summer  and  their 
numbers  increase.  Unfortunately  the  greatest  number  go  to  the  least 
suitable  parts  of  the  coastal  areas,  and  having  arrived,  remain  until  the 
Council  move  them  on.  Few  seem  to  travel  from  place  to  place. 

This  problem  takes  up  the  major  part  of  the  time  of  one  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  whole  of  the  summer  months,  including  weekends, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  problem  will  grow  more 
difficult. 

The  time  lag  between  detection  and  prosecution  is  such  that  the 
owner  of  a field  can  let  it  to  campers  at  a handsome  profit  for  three 
months  and  have  plenty  in  hand  to  pay  the  fines  he  may  incur. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Twenty-four  visits  were  made  to  Factories  for  various  purposes. 
One  certificate  as  to  means  of  escape  from  fire  was  issued  after  con- 
sultation with  the  Area  Fire  Officer. 

Two  notices  were  served,  one  requiring  proper  storage  for  cellulose 
products  and  another  for  intervening  ventilated  space  between 
convenience  and  workshop. 

The  position  in  regard  to  notices  served  is  as  follows: 


Number  of  notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1948  . . i 

Number  of  notices  served  during  1949  . . . . 2 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  during  1949  . . 2 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  during  1949  . . i 


INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943 
PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  complaints  began  to  come  in 
faster  than  they  could  be  dealt  with,  so  that  routine  treatments  were 
in  arrears.  No  survey  work  was  possible  and  following  an  interview 
with  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer,  a full  report  on  the  position  was 
submitted  to  the  December  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
The  Treasurer  also  reported  to  the  Meeting  on  the  financial  position, 
pointing  out  that  the  present  scale  of  charges  was  not  sufficient  to  cover 
the  cost  of  work  done  on  business  premises,  although  the  Council  was 
required  by  the  Ministry  to  recover  all  expenses  in  these  cases.  A Sub- 
Committee  was  set  up  to  consider  the  whole  question. 


The  year’s  work  is  summarised  below: 

Number  of  premises  inspected  . . . . . . 368 

Number  of  premises  cleared  of  rats  or  mice  . . 219 

Requests  for  treatment  . . . . . . . . 205 

Total  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,025 
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BUILDING  LICENSING 

Whilst  this  work  no  longer  took  up  a large  amount  of  their  time 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  to  do  all  the  inspections  involved  in 
administering  the  regulations  controlling  civil  building. 

The  quota  system  of  restricting  the  total  cash  value  of  licences 
issued  to  a certain  hgure  per  month  is  very  unsatisfactory  from  many 
points  of  view,  especially  as  one  application  for  repairs  to,  say,  a pair  of 
neglected  cottages,  can  absorb  one-quarter  of  the  whole  amount  allowed 
for  the  month. 


